
 

Governor’s STEM Academy Brief 

 

Office of Career and Technical Education Services 

VOLUME 30 FEBRUARY 12, 2014 

 
The purpose of the monthly brief is to provide information, resources, and a networking vehicle to support the 

STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) Academies in Virginia. 
 

GOVERNOR’S STEM ACADEMIES SPOTLIGHT 

The W!SE CFL™  Financial Literacy Certification test is being administered in 250 Virginia high schools during the 

2013-2014 school year.  During the 2013-2014 fall semester, more than 82% of the 11,000 students who took the 

test passed and earned the W!SE certification.  Based on student performance on the test in the 2012-2013 school 

year, 71 of the 194 national Blue Star Schools were Virginia schools and 123 of the 360 national Gold Star teachers 

were Virginia teachers.  Last year, 32 Virginia schools were listed in the annual national ranking of the Best 100 

High Schools Teaching Personal Finance.  W!SE also provides teachers with an opportunity to earn a certification by 

passing the rigorous Certification in Personal Finance Test; 1,200 Virginia teachers have earned this certification. 

CAREER LINKS—FINANCE 

 The Texas Education Agency’s Career and Technical Education site provides resources for the following 
career paths within the Finance Career Cluster:  Banking and Financial Services, Securities and Investments, 
Insurance Operations, Accounting II, Financial Analysis, and Statistics and Risk Management.  
 

 Glencoe’s Career Cluster Series presents basic information and links to resources for those exploring a 
financial career, as well as links to print and Internet resources.  

 

 Visit the Association for Financial Professionals’ Global Career Center for job opportunities, career tips, and 
other career resources. 

 

 Career videos from the Oregon Department of Education provide brief profiles of selected financial careers. 
 

 Search Virginia Career View by career cluster to discover a multitude of finance-related occupations.  Click 
on individual job titles for detailed job descriptions and Virginia data on educational requirements and 
income ranges, as well as national, state, and regional average earnings for the selected job title. 

 
GRANTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 The Governor’s Challenge for Economics and Personal Finance is an online and live competition open to 
teams of high school students across the Commonwealth.  There is no charge to compete.  Teams of up to 
four students may compete in one or two divisions:  Personal Finance and one of two Economics divisions.  
There is a 30-question online exam aligned with Virginia's Economics and Personal Finance Standards of 
Learning.  Registration began January 1, 2014 and students can log in to compete anytime between March 
3 and March 25 by 5:00 p.m.  In the Personal Finance division, students will present recommendations and 
a written portion based on a case study prior to the live Challenge on April 9, 2014.  The 2014 case study 
will be posted later, but you may view details for the 2013 Personal Finance case study.   
 

http://cte.unt.edu/finance/curriculum/banking&finsvc
http://cte.unt.edu/finance/curriculum/securities
http://cte.unt.edu/finance/curriculum/insurance
http://cte.unt.edu/finance/curriculum/accounting-2
http://cte.unt.edu/finance/curriculum/fin-analysis
http://cte.unt.edu/finance/curriculum/stats-risk
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/careers/cclusters/pdf/finance.pdf
http://www.afponline.org/pub/cs/career_services.html
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=2068
http://www.vaview.vt.edu/careers/
http://www.vcee.org/programs-awards/view/2
http://www.vcee.org/Personal_Finance_Case_Study


 

 Applications are now being accepted for the Virginia Initiative for Science Teaching and Achievement 
(VISTA) professional development programs for the 2014-2015 school year.  For two years, VISTA provides 
just-in-time support and “big picture” research-based teaching coursework for new middle and high school 
science teachers.  Teachers receive free professional learning opportunities, free coaching and mentoring, 
and the facilitation of a statewide community of practice.    
 

 The NEA Foundation provides grants to improve the academic achievement of students in U.S. public 
schools and higher education institutions in any subject area.  The proposed work should engage students 
in critical thinking and problem solving that deepen their knowledge of standards-based subject matter.  
The work should also improve students’ habits of inquiry, self-directed learning, and critical reflection. 
 

 The 2013-14 Virtual Business Scholarship application is now available online.  Business, marketing and 
personal finance students currently enrolled in their junior and senior years of high school throughout the 
United States are eligible for the scholarship.  The applications will be judged nationally and the winner will 
receive $2,000.  Applications are due by April 1, 2014. 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

 TeachingMoneyVA.org provides an extensive list of instructional resources for Economics and Personal 
Finance. 
 

 Financial literacy classroom activities, contests, and lesson plans are available from H&R Block Dollars and 
Sense. 

 

 MyMoney.gov assembles financial education resources from more than 20 federal agencies and makes the 
information accessible by topics such as Earn, Borrow, Save & Invest, Protect, Life Events, and others. 
 

 Treasury Direct provides financial tools for consumers to determine the earning power of U.S.  
savings bonds. 
 

 NEFE’s Taking Charge of My Future offers help to high school students contemplating the financial aspects of 
attending college.   
 

 The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants has developed 360 Degrees of Financial Literacy to 
assist at all Life Stages about money management.  It also links to Topics that address a variety of life 
situations, including Paying for Education, In the Workplace, Family Financial Planning, Owning a Business,  
and others.  

 

 Northwest Mutual’s themint.org offers financial tips for teens and ideas for teachers.  
 

 The Home Loan Learning Center site includes Teen Money Links and Resources.  
 

 Gain an overview of special needs education through sites including the following: Virginia Department of 
Education Special Education, Building the Legacy:IDEA 2004 (U.S. Department of Education), National Center 
for Learning Disabilities,  National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities, VCU Autism Center for 
Excellence, Autism Spectrum Disorders, Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, Down Syndrome, and  
Special Education News. 

For more information, contact Judith Sams, editor, Office of Career and Technical Education Services, at  

cte@doe.virginia.gov or by telephone at 804-371-0196. 
 

 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2013/314-13.shtml
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ryN70XxiSYkQnTishbm5dL5b1eq8DLkJkSGUFhkL21zV1y1bPu6RCqaBwFVHJvSfONLo0d2EFc9YoK85EegCTLmAaG4f7itvyn6MkD4JMqdfR1iAbmXUoPaTJKzTGWzvukOaTCj0aKT1C6J_6eUnbz4fsK6XoCZuyUXIoThrcpXn6J7xIj7mmPpv7Qu0-F-cPgfMx9w1TaidffErex3YaN8g9E98-5RsJ4JY06h3Uq_pxOi9YBIRA4ibRsOdbaYV5Ee8QgmEEyQFcw1KS-P5WQ==
https://www.neafoundation.org/pages/grants-to-educators/
http://www.knowledgematters.com/scholarships/
http://www.teachingmoneyva.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/hrblock/teachers-dollars-sense/
http://www.pinterest.com/hrblock/teachers-dollars-sense/
http://www.mymoney.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.treasurydirect.gov/indiv/tools/tools.htm
http://www.hsfpp.org/
http://www.360financialliteracy.org/
http://www.360financialliteracy.org/Life-Stages
http://www.360financialliteracy.org/Topics
http://www.themint.org/
http://www.homeloanlearningcenter.com/teenmoneylinksandresources.htm
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/index.shtml
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/home
http://www.ncld.org/
http://www.ncld.org/
http://www.nichy.org/
http://www.vcuautismcenter.org/training/
http://www.vcuautismcenter.org/training/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/adhd/
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/birthdefects/DownSyndrome.html
http://www.specialednews.com/educating-children-with-special-needs.htm
mailto:cte@doe.virginia.gov

